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about an ancestral paradise. In their case it was called Hawaiki,
which name has since been associated with the island of Java,
called by the early geographers' Jawi.' We know that Java was
considered one of the richest and most desirable parts of the
world long before the northern and western parts of Europe had
become fit for human habitation. We also know of the estab-
lishment of a Hindu colony on Java at about the same time that
Augustus made himself the head of the Roman state. We have
a large number of monuments to show us the existence of a
flourishing Buddhist culture in Java in the days of Charlemagne,
long before William the Conqueror founded his Norman king-
dom in England. But at what precise date the advance-guard
of these Indian emigrants reached the shores of the islands
which to-day form part of the Netherlands East Indies we shall
probably never find out. The marvellous sculpture of the Boro-
budur, in Eastern Java, shows us that the people who had built
this Buddhist shrine were already familiar with a sort of vessel
which was not to be built in Europe until hundreds of years
later. But when the Borobudur was erected the Polynesian wan-
derers had long since left, and their voyages must therefore have
been made in those rather primitive double canoes which have
now apparently completely disappeared from use. They were,
however, still the chief mode of aquatic conveyance when
Captain Cook explored the Pacific only a century and a half
ago.

This double canoe was,just that, no more and no less. Two
large seagoing canoes were connected with each other by means
of wooden beams. A sort of wooden deck, which held a light
mast, was placed on top of die beams. A straw hut was added
for the protection of the women and children who were to
accompany their menfolk. In such conditions the sailors could
dispense with all outrigging apparatus, for the two canoes acted
as outrigger for each other. Thus the craft could not possibly be
upset except by a very severe storm, in which case it would have
b$en sunk in spite of all outriggers,